Renal failure in myelomatosis.
Renal failure is a common presenting feature in myelomatosis. This review offers a practical means for classifying renal failure in this disease. Three groups are identified: (1) those patients whose renal failure improves or is stable when they are maintained on a high fluid intake; (2) the minority of patients whose renal failure progresses despite high fluid intake; and (3) those patients who are fluid-intolerant due to oliguric renal failure or congestive cardiac failure. The difference between groups 1 and 2 is not simply due to differences in response to chemotherapy, for many group-1 patients achieve improvement in renal function without or before loss of light chain proteinuria. It is concluded that all patients with myelomatosis with excess monoclonal free light chain proteinuria are at risk from developing renal failure of the type associated with group 1. The chances of them doing so are diminished if they maintain a high fluid intake. Group 2 encompasses a range of conditions not all of which are clearly defined. There is generally a poor correlation between the physical characteristics of light chains and the presence of group-2 renal failure.